
Clifton Mansion

The Clifton Mansion was originally built as a two-story Federal style 
farmhouse, between 1790 and 1801, by Baltimore merchant Henry 
Thompson, who served as captain of the Flying Artillery, 3rd Maryland 
Brigade in the War of 1812. The building was later purchased by famed 
philanthropist Johns Hopkins and expanded between 1841 and 1853 into 
a Victorian era Italianate villa that served as his summer estate.  

Clifton Mansion features an eighty-foot tower with a commanding view 
of Baltimore, an extensive arcade which spans the entire length of the South 
side and wraps around the East and West ends, a massive black walnut 
Grand Staircase with marble floor in its entrance hall, ornate hand painted 
walls and ceilings, and intricate plasterwork and woodwork.

The City of Baltimore purchased Clifton Mansion and its grounds in 1895 
from Johns Hopkins University. It has been put to many uses ever since, 
including a headquarters for the Department of Recreation and Parks, and 
the clubhouse for the golf course. Although the Clifton Mansion fell into 
considerable disrepair during its years of transition, the building is being 
carefully restored by Civic Works and the Friends of Clifton Mansion.  

The building that once housed Baltimore’s famed philanthropist and was 
the intended location of Johns Hopkins University is once again host 
to a driving force in the City’s improvement. Clifton Mansion serves as 
the headquarters for Civic Works’ community service programs and an 
important resource for the neighborhoods surrounding Clifton Park.  
Its main hall now holds an exhibit celebrating the role Baltimore’s 
wealthiest citizens played in creating the City’s most celebrated institutions.  
The Clifton Mansion stands as a testament to Baltimore’s long history 
of philanthropy and a reminder of the need for future generosity.  
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Civic Works

Founded in 1993, Civic Works is Baltimore’s urban service corps and an 
AmeriCorps program. Our mission is to build a future for Baltimore’s 
youth through community service and skills development. Every year, 
our corpsmembers spend a year or a summer in service to Baltimore, and 
in return, receive a modest living allowance, an education award that can 
be used for college or vocational school, and the job readiness and life skills 
needed to secure and maintain employment. 

More than 2,500 young adults have participated in Civic Works, 
transforming Baltimore’s communities while improving their own job skills 
and education. Our corpsmembers, along with over 28,000 volunteers have:

■	 converted 163 vacant lots into community gardens
■	 planted 23,000 trees and 14,000 flowers
■	 rehabilitated 55 homes for low-income residents�
■	 tutored and mentored almost 17,000 students in the Baltimore area�
■	 and accomplished many other important projects.

Board of Directors:
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October 16, 2008

Civic Works

A Celebration of Service

Dear Friends:

I am pleased to extend warm greetings to those gathered for A Celebration of Service.

I am thrilled to join in congratulating tonight’s awardees for their tremendous

contributions to our community.

Tonight, you honor Mary Louise Preis as the first recipient of the Samuel Hopkins

Lifetime of Service Award. Her commitment to service has transcended conventional

boundaries, combining the very best of the public, private and non-profit sector. Words

are inadequate to fully express how much Mary Louise Preis has accomplished in her life,

but the transformational effect she has had on our communities will create opportunity and

progress for generations to come. I would also like to commend tonight’s recipient of the

Corporate Volunteer of the Year Award.

Finally, I want to take this opportunity to recognize Executive Director Dana Stein and

members of the Civic Works Board of Directors for their commitment to Baltimore’s

youth over the past fifteen years. Civic Works is a leader and an innovator in the quest to

provide our youth with the tools they need to succeed, and those of us in public service are

grateful to have such a terrific partner.

Again, congratulations to tonight’s awardees and best wishes to all of you for a

memorable celebration.

With best regards,

John P. Sarbanes

Member of Congress
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Samuel Hopkins Lifetime of Service Award

Mary Louise Preis
Mary Louise Preis is widely acknowledged in Maryland for her service 
and leadership in business, government and community volunteer efforts 
over three decades. Ms. Preis represented Harford County in the Maryland 
House of Delegates, served as the Maryland Commissioner of Financial 
Regulation, and was General Counsel for Regulatory Affairs at Citigroup.  
She recently retired from Citigroup as Vice President for Corporate and 
Community Relations and continues to serve as a member of the Maryland 
Racing Commission.

Ms. Preis has demonstrated a lifetime commitment to education and the 
advancement of women. She has served on the board of the United Way 
of Central Maryland, Girl Scouts of Central Maryland, the College of 
Notre Dame of Maryland, the Women Legislators’ Foundation and Mercy 
Health Services, Inc. Ms. Preis was instrumental in the creation of the 
Maryland Coalition for Financial Literacy and now chairs the Board of 
Directors of REACH! Partnership, a Baltimore City Transformation School 
created by Civic Works. Mary Louise Preis exemplifies service and we are 
proud to name her the first recipient of the Samuel Hopkins Lifetime of 
Service Award.  

Corporate Volunteer of the Year

John Cavanaugh • Johnson Controls, Inc.
We are pleased to present our first Corporate Volunteer of the Year Award 
to John Cavanaugh, Solutions Account Executive at Johnson Controls, 
Inc. Mr. Cavanaugh has demonstrated a constant passion for community 
service while serving on the Greater Edgewood Educational Foundation’s 
“Pathway to College” and the Harford County Roundtable for Education.  
He has been instrumental in the creation of the Baltimore Conservation 
Leadership Corps (BCLC), a summer job program for Baltimore City 
high school students operated by Civic Works in partnership with Johnson 
Controls, Inc. and the Student Conservation Association. Mr. Cavanaugh 
has demonstrated great commitment to the personal growth and career 
development of our BCLC students, visiting program sites, attending 
opening and closing ceremonies and organizing the Green Jobs Day at 
the Johnson Controls Facility. Because of Mr. Cavanaugh’s efforts, 80 high 
school students have experienced conservation work first-hand, understand 
the importance of protecting Baltimore’s green spaces and realize their own 
career potential.
    

Samuel Hopkins

Samuel Hopkins has distinguished himself as one of Baltimore’s leading 
public servants, civic leaders and philanthropists. His opinion has often 
been sought by community leaders when they were facing difficult issues.  
Mr. Hopkins is known as thoughtful, but strong; a good listener and even 
better story-teller; and as an advocate for civility and compassion in times 
when they seemed in short supply.

He has served as a member of the Maryland House of Delegates; vice 
president, secretary, and director of Fidelity Deposit Company; and 
partner at Alex Brown & Sons. Mr. Hopkins also has served on the board 
of the Baltimore Museum of Art, State Colleges of Maryland, Sheppard 
and Enoch Pratt Hospitals, Baltimore City Board of Recreation and 
Parks, the Maryland Historical Society and the Baltimore City Planning 
Commission. Mr. Hopkins is the great-grandnephew of the Baltimore 
philanthropist Johns Hopkins.

Mr. Hopkins was a founding board member of Civic Works and has been 
a driving force in our efforts to restore the Clifton Mansion. His knowledge 
of history, coupled with his commitment to encouraging public service has 
made him an effective proponent for saving this building, which is itself, 
a great metaphor for Sam Hopkins. It is handsome and grand, but with 
a practical purpose that focuses on building a future for others. 
 
Mr. Hopkins is one of Baltimore’s most honored philanthropists and public 
servants. He will turn 95 on October 18th and we are honored to establish 
the Samuel Hopkins Lifetime of Service Award in recognition of his 
invaluable contributions.
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